Targeting the epidermal growth factor receptor in non-small-cell lung cancer: who, which, when, and how?
Aberrations in the signaling cascade of the epidermal growth factor receptor are common to several solid tumors. Compounds aimed at targeting this pathway have been approved for use by the US Food and Drug Administration for lung, head and neck, pancreas, and colorectal carcinomas. Unfortunately, only the minority of patients treated with this class of agents will have responses or improvements in survival. This article reviews the data on agents that exploit tumor dependency on epidermal growth factor receptor cascade and describes the knowledge on how to discern the appropriate patient population for receiving these agents.